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From the College Directors
Welcome not only to live theatre, but a premiere!
Last year CCPA, like all of us, mourned the loss
of our professional performing arts industry. We
knew however we might face an even greater
loss if the next generation of performing artists
and Canadian voices wasn’t nurtured. The College
made the season-long commitment of safely
‘forging a way forward’ to ensure our students
would be prepared to lead the industry when
their time came and made a commitment to also
support the development of new Canadian work.
We were fortunate to be among the very few training institutions in
Canada able to successfully continue in-person operation last year. Our
community rallied and endured risk and restrictions because being
together in creative learning was essential. Not only did our students
master technique under very challenging conditions, they emerged
stronger and more adaptable.
The sense of community that makes CCPA so special was not lost despite
the distancing; expression and joyous music was still felt from behind
masks, and they made up for the energy exchange shared with a live
audience to ensure you felt it through a screen from the safety of your
home. We forged a way forward, putting the full force of our endurance to
the test. I want to express my pride in the Studio Ensemble who graduate
following this production; they have excelled in their learning, growth, and
productions despite three years of training with restrictions.
When Worlds Collide on stage it makes for compelling theatre. It is our
hope that the theme explored this season will help spark dialogue and
reflection that supports less collision and judgement, and more unity in
our lives. The Quest provides students the chance to delve deep into the
development process, work directly with the creators, and imbed their
voice into a piece specifically relatable to young audiences. It’s essential
that we not only nurture the next generation of Canadian artists but also
provide avenues for the next generation of voices crafting new Canadian
work. This production is perfect for our students, it’s age appropriate,
current, and close to home while still offering a great canvas for
imagination and a world of theatricality and possibilities.
We want to thank those of you who have, and continue to engage
with and support the College (and live performance in general) either
in-person or online. As the pandemic drags on, your support is more
»

From the College Directors
crucial than ever. All revenue sources for arts organizations continue to
be significantly challenged, while the emergency funding support that
kept the sector afloat last year has all but stopped. If you enjoy the work
of CCPA and value its mission please consider making a donation. Even
the smallest contribution can make an impact supporting an art form so
integral to reflecting, inspiring and nourishing our world, but that remains
highly at risk.

Caleb Marshall
Managing Artistic Director
It is with great joy that we bring you our final
2021-22 Studio Ensemble production as we
continue bringing audiences live theatre and
provide access for members wishing to join us
online from further afield!
The CCPA community have learnt much in the
last year as the artistic global community has
had to embrace new paradigms of performance
to reach isolated audiences. This year’s Studio
Ensemble have hit the ground running and continue to embrace ‘new
ways of being, creating, and working together in space,’ as expressed
by my predecessor Heather Burns.
We are very fortunate to be joined by Stephanie Graham to direct and
choreograph our students in The Quest, a musical written by Murray
Foster and Kieren MacMillan. Stephanie offers her broad creative
experience as both director and award-winning choreographer to
build and shape this exciting new Canadian work with the Studio
Ensemble.
Thank you for your continued engagement, we are looking forward to
sharing the rest of our season with you, and hopefully spark personal
reflection through the themes explored this year.

Danielle Meunier
Director of Education

From the Directors
Stephanie Graham
The late Stephen Sondheim said, “Musical
comedies aren’t written, they are re-written.” I
(she/her) Director,
Choreography Mentor have had the great pleasure of working on this

new piece as a director and dramaturg since
the beginning of 2021. Over the last year I have
witnessed the writers, Murray Foster and Kieren
MacMillan, create numerous drafts; songs
written, then tossed out or reworked; and the
emergence of several new characters. There is a
lack of musicals in the canon specifically written
for young artists and this piece aims to help fill
that void. What you will see tonight is the first
fully staged developmental production of a new
Canadian musical.
We are so grateful to CCPA and this astonishing group of artists that
participated in twelve hours of workshops over the fall and generously
continued to offer input throughout this rehearsal process. They have
been so patient with rewrites, including a new song which only arrived at
the end of week two of rehearsals. We couldn’t have gotten the piece to
where it is without the Studio Ensemble.
There has been a focus on the development of new musicals in the
industry in the last few years. The Studio Ensemble is about to graduate
and embark on their careers, so when asked what show I wanted to work
with them on, I knew the opportunity to have this experience would aid
them in their professional and artistic lives as well as to hopefully be a fun
way to end their program.
What does it mean to be brave enough to step out of your comfort zone? It
can be scary at whatever age you are at, but especially for teenagers. The
piece follows four characters that feel confident within the confines of the
basement where they play their favourite game, Quest, but what happens
when they are encouraged to step beyond the edges of that zone? And
what pressure does that put on the relationships themselves? The central
themes of self-discovery and the value of friendship are ones many of us
can relate to and this musical reminds us that being brave and facing our
fears can often lead to astonishing things.
Director’s Bio
With over twenty-five years in the industry, Stephanie Graham has become one of
Canada’s most sought-after director/choreographers, creating dynamic and innovative
theatre across Canada. Directing and/or choreography credits include: Chicago, Beauty
and the Beast, Mamma Mia, Shrek, The Little Mermaid, All Shook Up, Mary Poppins, The
Drowsy Chaperone (Globe Theatre), and many more. She is a graduate of Sheridan
College’s Music Theatre Program and has been on faculty as an educator at Sheridan
College, George Brown College, Randolph Academy of the Performing Arts and Queen’s
University. She was the Intern Artistic Director at the Musical Stage Company and the
Associate Artistic Director at the Globe Theatre. She is currently the Artistic Producer
with Torrent Productions. See more at www.stephaniegraham.ca.

From the Directors
Jeff Poynter (he/him)
Music Director

My first experience of reading the script for The
Quest made me think “what a charming show!”.
My second experience was these catchy songs
being stuck in my head on repeat for weeks.
And now, I’m excited for you to also be charmed
by the fantastic students at CCPA and have the
same songs stuck in your head!

Murray Foster and Kieren MacMillan have
created a work that strikes just the right balance
between humour and thoughtfulness, while
expressing the importance of bravery and friendship. The show is a bit of
a tour of so many different musical styles - from classic musical theatre to
rock ’n’ roll to 80s pop to 90s boy bands to modern musical theatre - which
has created a perfect opportunity for us to explore how our voices can
express in so many different ways while still telling a cohesive story.
I feel fortunate to be a part of this unique process, as we workshop a
new musical while also preparing its first fully staged performance. All
the “pivoting” skills we’ve developed over the last two years have come in
handy through this dynamic process and the students have shown such
flexibility, imagination, and willingness to try new things throughout.
Thank you to Stephanie Graham for her keen directorial skill, energy, and
kindness, and thank you to all the CCPA students for your astounding
creativity and talent!
Director’s Bio
Jeff Poynter is a multi-instrumentalist who performs with the touring indie-folk band
West My Friend, with a Victoria collective of jazz manouche musicians, as a freelance
musician, and as a music leader at Broad View United. He also maintains a private studio
where he teaches children and adults piano, accordion, saxophone, clarinet, and guitar.
Jeff is a faculty member at the Victoria Conservatory of Music and enjoys accompanying
students and professionals alike. Recent shows include Sweeney Todd (Blue Bridge),
Mamma Mia (Chemainus Theatre), Rocky Horror 2017/2018/2019 (Atomic Vaudeville),
Mary Poppins (GNS), and Urinetown (CCPA).

From the Writers
Murray Foster
(he/him) Writer

There are so many surprising moments of discovery
in the writing of a new show. The characters of The
Quest are much deeper than they were prior to CCPA.
Working with actors whose job it is to bring characters
to life forces you to think of the characters as real
people - which might be a shocking admission from
a book writer, but it’s true! Writing a show feels like
juggling seventeen plates, and when you work with
actors, you have the luxury of people watching each
individual plate.

I’m hopeful that Kieren and I have written a show that’s funny but also has
real emotional depth. We also want the characters to be real and relatable
to young people. I think Kieren and I respect our characters’ problems - we
don’t think of them as ‘just’ teen problems. It’s easy to dismiss the passions of
young people as misguided or based on trivial things because we’re no longer
affected by those things, but if anything it’s the opposite - the passions are
real, and the stakes will never feel higher for the rest of your life. There’s also
tremendous range in the music, from 50’s Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ballads to
80’s pop to 90’s boy band to tremulous 11 o’clock numbers that’ll break your
heart

Writer’s Bio Murray Foster is a Juno-nominated former member of Canadian bands

Moxy Früvous and Great Big Sea, which have collectively sold over two million albums.
He is currently Professor of Music (Songwriting) at Seneca College, and is the founder of
Toronto Songwriting School, The Urban Orchestra, and Choir Nation. See more at
www.murrayfoster.ca.

Kieren MacMillan
(he/him) Writer

We both feel like there are more ways to tell a story
on the musical stage than what’s currently out there;
having a common desire to find and use different
modes of expression means we’re ultimately chasing
the same goal, which is essential for any creative
team. The two workshop/reading sessions we had
with the students in the fall were incredibly valuable.
They gave us fabulous suggestions about character
development; told us their thoughts on the story,
plot, and theme; helped us flesh out the character
relationships, and so on. Murray and I are both totally open to “radical
revision”, and having so much great input really blew the piece open and
helped push us to keep making the show better. The Quest simply wouldn’t be
as good as it is without the input of the students (and of course Stephanie!).

Writer’s Bio Kieren MacMillan enjoys an active musical career on both sides of the

score. He creates musicals, chamber operas, film and theatre scores, pieces for solo
instruments and ensembles, vocal and choral works, spoken word compositions, multidisciplinary creations, pop and jazz songs, and a whole lot more. Kieren also performs,
conducts, and music directs, averaging over a hundred live appearances every year — or
at least he did in The Before Times! See more at www.kierenmacmillan.info.

THE QUEST

The Canadian College of Performing Arts and our Studio Ensemble present

Written by Murray Foster and Kieren MacMillan
THE QUEST was originally developed as part of the New Music Theatre Intensives program at Bravo
Academy for the Performing Arts, Melissa Bencic, Artistic Director, and originally stage directed and
choreographed by Stephanie Graham, in Toronto, Ontario in May 2021.
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The Quest is approximately 2 hours in length, plus a
15-minute intermission.

Company Bios
Alison Bendall (she/her)
Emma
Originally from the Cowichan Valley, Alison
discovered a love for performing at a very young
age. She is overjoyed to be back at CCPA to
perform and create as a member of this year’s
Studio Ensemble. Past credits include: Penelope
Pennywise (Urinetown), Fleur (I Hope My Heart Burns
First), Brenda (Hairspray), and The Narrator (Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat). Thank
you for supporting arts education and the theatre
community.

Statia Benny (she/her)
Alex, and others
Statia is an actor, singer, and dancer based in her
hometown, Victoria BC. She’s played a variety of
roles since before she can remember; from Black
Stache in Peter and the Starcatcher, to Lucy in The Lion
the Witch and the Wardrobe, to most recently Soupy
Sue in Urinetown. Statia strives everyday to find a
balance between a dedicated and focused work
ethic, while still finding the fun in rehearsals.

Sara Gargaro (she/her)
Stage Manager
Sara Gargaro is a twenty year old artist from
Kelowna BC, who is thrilled to be part of the
2021/2022 Studio Ensemble. She feels that the roles
she has been given on and offstage will empower
her in becoming a well rounded artist, who can aid in
the storytelling of theatre from multiple sides. Sara
looks forward to sharing these stories with you.

Jaren Guerreiro (he/him)
Wizard, and others
Jaren Guerreiro is an actor and dancer who was
raised in Victoria BC, with a family of theatre nerds.
At age nine he started dancing and hasn’t stopped
since. He is so excited to return to CCPA this year
to participate in the Studio Ensemble where he
hopes to continue his artistic growth. Jaren is always
searching for new opportunities and is thrilled to
work with so many wonderful people.

Company Bios
Cooper Hiebert (he/him)
Doug, and others
Cooper Hiebert is a Saskatoon raised, Victoria
based actor and is excited to have returned to CCPA
as a Studio Ensemble member. He always knew
that he wanted to be in the performing arts, from
elementary school to high school to college he has
loved each and every performance he has been a
part of. He is extremely grateful to be a part of this
amazing group of emerging artists.

Madeline Jane (she/her)
Rosie
Madeline Jane is a singer, dancer, actor, and
choreographer from Saskatoon SK. Madeline has
always had a passion for the performing arts; from
a young age she knew she belonged on the stage.
You may recognize Madeline from her role of Hope
Cladwell in last year’s musical. Madeline feels very
blessed to have the opportunity to learn from
incredible staff and peers at CCPA.

Mackenzie Langdon (she/her)
Sammy
Mackenzie Langdon is a singer, actor, and composer
from Ottawa ON. She found a passion for performing
at age ten and never looked back. CCPA credits
include; McQueen (Urinetown), Lou Lessard/Barbara
McKibbin (Falsework), and Katherine Plumber (Newsies).
Mackenzie is thrilled to participate in the Studio
Ensemble doing what she loves with people she loves.
She is grateful to learn from our talented directors and
hopes you enjoy the show.

Leo Livora (he/him)
Jacob
Leo is a German-Canadian performer based in Victoria
BC. He’s happy to return to CCPA to be part of the
Studio Ensemble. You may recognize him as Officer
Lockstock from last year’s production of Urinetown.
He’s thankful for the opportunity to learn more
about theatre - both on and offstage - from industry
professionals. Leo is looking forward to applying the
skills he’s learned at CCPA in his future career.

Company Bios
Grace Martin (she/her)
Dani, and others
Originally from right here in Victoria, Grace Martin
is overjoyed to be a part of the Studio Ensemble
this year! Grace has worked with the Victoria Fringe
Festival, Theatre SKAM, Kaleidoscope, and the
Greater Victoria Shakespeare Festival in the past.
Previous shows with the college include Urinetown
(Little Sally), and Falsework (Herta/McFoo). She hopes
to make people smile as she takes on new and
exciting challenges this year!

Greg Murdoch (he/him)
Michael
Born and raised in Whitehorse YT, Greg is a
professional actor and singer. His career began
performing in his family’s business, the Frantic
Follies Vaudeville Revue, followed by 2 seasons in
the Klondike Follies Cabaret. Greg is thrilled at the
opportunity to put on three professional quality
shows with a company full of his good friends.
Other credits include Urinetown: The Musical (CCPA),
Falsework (CCPA), Newsies (YTYP), and Dogtown: The
Musical (Nakai Theatre).

Tiffany Oud (she/her)
Frankie
Tiffany is from Central-Alberta, and is excited to be
a part of this year’s Studio Ensemble. She began
pursuing theatre after a short detour to get a degree
in photojournalism. With a love for music, acting
and physical theatre, Tiffany is ready to push herself
as an artist and create art with her classmates this
season.

Kane O’Scalleigh (she/he/they)
Jesse
Kane is a performer and multidisciplinary artist who
grew up on the unceded traditional Coast Salish
territories, specifically the HUL’Q’UMI’NUM’ and
SENĆOŦEN speaking peoples (Salt Spring Island
BC). Some theatre credits include Hot Blades Harry
(Urinetown), Ari (I Hope My Heart Burns First) and Anna
(Spring Awakening). Kane is so excited to be back at
CCPA for the 2021-22 Studio Ensemble, to share
these three productions with a live audience.

Company Bios
Adrian Palek (he/him)
Josh
Adrian Palek was born in the small town of Christina
Lake BC and in 2019, he moved to Victoria, where
he began studying at the Canadian College of
Performing Arts. Throughout his studies he has
played the roles of Jack Kelly in a digital production
of Newsies, Mac in Christopher Weddell’s play
Falsework, and as Caldwell B. Cladwell in Urinetown:
The Musical. Adrian Palek is excited to be studying in
his third year at CCPA.

Eilidh Tew (she/her)
Bard, and others
Eilidh is a performing artist from Hinton AB. Born
and raised in Edmonton, her life was enriched
through the diverse arts community there. Eilidh’s
CCPA credits include Newsies, Falsework, and
Urinetown. She is thrilled to be a part of the Studio
Ensemble this year. Eilidh is excited to dive into
theatre this season, both on stage and behind the
scenes. She hopes you enjoy the show and thanks
everyone for their support.

Heather Watt (she/her)
Taylor

Heather Watt is delighted to be a member of this
year’s Studio Ensemble. She’s from Ottawa ON, and
her passion for the performing arts began in Irish
dance which bloomed into a love for musical theatre.
Some past credits include Penelope Pennywise
(Urinetown), Drowsy Chaperone (The Drowsy
Chaperone), Medda Larkin (Newsies), Hope Cladwell
(Urinetown). She would like to thank her family for
their constant support and confidence in her.

Tyrus Williams-Penney (they/them)
Barbarian, and others
Tyrus Williams-Penney is a non-binary performing
artist and playwright originally from Yarmouth, NS.
Currently based in Victoria, they are finishing their
three years at CCPA with this wonderful Studio
Ensemble. Tyrus loves every part of the creation
process for performing arts and is grateful for
every mentor and supporter along the way who has
helped and allowed them to immerse themselves so
fully in the art.

About the College
We gratefully acknowledge the Lekwungen-speaking peoples, also
known as the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations, on whose traditional
territory we are honoured to learn, create, and perform.
Founded in 1998, the Canadian College of Performing Arts offers three
unique conservatory style post-secondary training programs, where
emerging artists receive intensified, rigorous skill-based alternatives to
academically oriented university programs. The curriculum is built on equal
respect for all disciplines, and the belief that collaboration, partnership
and community are the essence of theatre. We believe cultural leadership
is cultivated through mentorships, community rooted volunteerism, and
fostering new creation.
We measure success by preparing a student to be a motivated selfemployed business and an inspired artist, whose voice will better illuminate
the human condition when they confidently enter the profession.
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Thank You To Our Supporters
Thank you for supporting the development of emerging artists by donating
to the College. Your charitable donation has helped us sustain our mission to
provide excellent training in the performing arts to talented youth from across
our nation and internationally! We are pleased to recognize donors who have
given $100 and above.
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We would like to extend heartfelt congratulations to CCPA Co-Founders
Janis Dunning, C.M. and Jacques Lemay, C.M. on their appointment
to the Order of Canada by Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary
Simon, Governor General of Canada, “For their numerous contributions
to the arts and to young artists in Canada.”
“I have always wanted to bring joy to people and pride in this land of opportunity,
Canada” says Dunning. “My life in the theatre led me to creating hundreds of
tv shows to empower children and to ignite their imaginations. This grew into
founding theatre training programs across Canada where young adults could learn
the skills to reach their career dreams. And many have done so. This in turn has
filled my life with joy and fulfillment.” - Janis Dunning, C.M.
“I knew you two are a work of art! Now all of Canada knows it!!” - Rol Nieks
“I feel truly blessed and grateful to have had the opportunity to pursue what I was
destined to do and am passionate about. My love for our country, my passion for
the arts, and my dedication to the nurturing of young artists have always been and
continues to be my guiding light.” - Jacques Lemay, C.M.
“Congratulations to you both. You both impacted so many lives, mine included
so many years ago, with your guidance and fun for learning in the best ways. So
exciting.” - Terry Cooke, Alumni
“The College thanks them for all they have done on behalf of the hundreds and
hundreds of graduates who found their artistic voice because of the tireless work
Janis and Jacques undertook to build this very special and nurturing place. They
are most deserving of our country’s highest civilian honour as they have always
taken to heart it’s motto of desiring a better country.”
- Caleb Marshall, CCPA Managing Artistic Director

Thank You To Our Supporters
Government, Foundation & Community Support

Young Canada Works Program
Canada Cultural Spaces Fund

Every effort is made to recognize your donation as per your wishes.
To update your listing, add to or renew your support, or become a
community partner, please contact our Development Manager, Emma
Kirkland at 604-833-5188 or by email at development@ccpacanada.com
or to donate online please visit http://www.ccpacanada.com/support/

Mentors & Faculty
Studio Ensemble Mentors
Marketing
Lighting & Sound Design
Choreography
Puppet Building
Production
Wardrobe
Stage Management & Lighting
Finance and Development
Dance Captain

Tasha Cadence & Mark Dusseault
R.J. Peters
Stephanie Graham
Ryan Nelson Reid
Rosemary Jefferies
Shannon Carmichael
Eleanor Kschischang
Emma Kirkland and Mark Adams
Matt Alfano

Studio Ensemble Faculty
Private Voice
Dance
Stage Combat
Acting

Arlene Overman, Sara Partridge, Kiiri Michelsen,
Yanik Giroux, & Nathan McDonald
Jeremy & Tiffany Miton, Alexa Ste Marie,
Dyana Sonik-Henderson, & Stephanie Cadman
Simon Fon & Caleb Marshall
Caleb Marshall & Evan Frayne

“Charlie & the Staff at the Oak Bay Flower Shop send
our Congratulations for a successful run!”

Contact engagement@ccpacanada.com for details.

