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The show is being performed at the 
Canadian College of Performing Arts.

This is a photo of the College from Elgin Road.

The Canadian College of Performing Arts



To get to the theatre, you can go up a ramp or a set 
of stairs.
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The path from the ramp to the theatre takes you 
through a small garden.
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These are the doors to the theatre.
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Inside, you’ll be greeted by someone at our box 
office. You can buy your ticket here, or check in if 
you’ve already bought a ticket.

The Canadian College of Performing Arts

If you require a special accomodation, please contact us in advance at 250 595 9970.



These are the doors into the Performance Hall.

You can pick up a program from a volunteer outside 
the doors.
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This set of doors leads to the hallway where the 
washrooms are. 
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Ushers will be here to help you if you have a 
question.
They will be wearing a shirt like this, or a nametag 
that says “Volunteer”.
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We have a quiet calm space available. You can leave 
the Performance Hall any time during the show to 
relax.
The accessible washroom is in that room.
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The toilet in the accessible washroom will make an 
unusual grinding noise when you flush it. This is 
normal.
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These are your seats in the Performance Hall. You 
can stand up and move around any time during the 
performance. The house lights will stay on so you 
can see. 

The Canadian College of Performing Arts



The show is 2 hours and 5 minutes long. There will be one 
15-minute intermission. 
This is a picture of the stage where the actors will perform. The 
actors will introduce themselves before the show, and you will 
have a chance to meet them after the performance.

About the Show



Constance writes a paper that claims Romeo and Juliet and Othello 
were originally comedies written by an unknown author. Claude 
Night comes in and criticizes her paper, and tells her that he is 
taking a job that she had wanted. Constance is upset and throws 
her belongings into the wastebasket, until she herself is sucked 
into the wastebasket. She is then transported to inside the world of 
Shakespeare’s play Othello.

When Othello resolves to kill his wife, Constance intervenes and 
reveals that Iago is tricking Othello. Desdemona arrives and asks 
whether Constance may stay with them. Othello tells Constance 
not to make known to Desdemona that he was jealous of his wife. 
Constance asks Desdemona for help in her quest to discover who 
originally wrote Shakespeare’s plays. Desdemona agrees and tells 
her to come to battle. Constance resolves to find the “Wise Fool”, a 
typical Shakespearean character, who secures the happy ending of 
a comedy.
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Iago discloses that he has a page from the book Constance is 
looking for and forms a plan to conspire against her. Constance 
bonds with Desdemona, while Iago eavesdrops. Desdemona 
encounters Iago and he makes her jealous. Desdemona believes 
Iago’s claims that Constance is a witch who is after Othello’s heart, 
and she resolves to kill her.

Desdemona sees Othello give Constance a necklace, and her 
suspicions increase. Iago and Desdemona enter, fighting with 
swords, and Constance nearly kills Iago, thinking that she is saving 
Desdemona. Iago shows Desdemona the page from the book, and 
Desdemona shows it to Constance, who confirms that it is hers. 
She reads its clue that she must seek truth in Verona, Italy. Before 
Desdemona can kill her, Constance is dragged into the world of 
Romeo and Juliet.

Mercutio fights with Tybalt. Constance arrives and tackles Romeo 
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to the ground before Tybalt can stab Mercutio. Romeo tells her, 
“Speak, boy”, confusing her gender because Desdemona has 
ripped off Constance’s skirt. Calling herself Constantine, Constance 
explains that they should stop fighting, because Romeo has 
married Juliet and they are all family now. They agree, and Romeo 
falls in love with Constance. 

Juliet and Romeo wake up together and describe their declining 
interest in each other. They fight over their turtle, Hector, and end 
up ripping it in two. Juliet complains to her nurse that she is dying 
of boredom and resolves to find another lover.

Constance pounces on a servant because she believes that he is 
the Wise Fool, but she finds instead that he is giving out invitations 
to a masked ball thrown by Juliet’s father. 

Romeo and Juliet enter the masked ball. Romeo thinks that Tybalt 
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is Constance and puts his hand on Tybalt’s bottom. Constance 
enters, and Romeo tells her that he loves her. Tybalt sees Romeo 
kiss Constance and sends Juliet to interrupt them. Romeo 
introduces Constance to Juliet, and Juliet falls in love with her.

Juliet dances with Constance and Tybalt resolves to kill Constance. 
Romeo decides to dress as a woman so that Constance will desire 
him, and he cuts in to dance with her. Juliet determines to dress as 
a man so that Constance will desire her. Romeo and Juliet begin to 
fight over Constance, and Constance tells them to apologize.

Juliet enters dressed in Romeo’s clothing and woos Constance. 
Constance resists Juliet. Juliet tells her that she knows the name of 
the Wise Fool and will trade it for one kiss. Romeo then enters in 
Juliet’s clothing, but Constance leaves before he can woo her.

In the graveyard, Constance sees a ghost like that of the King in 
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Hamlet, who tells her that the Wise Fool and the Author are the 
same “lass”. The ghost disappears, and Tybalt enters, trying to kill 
Constance. Romeo steps between them, and Constance escapes.

Juliet pulls Constance up to her balcony with a rope. They kiss, and 
then Juliet admits that she lied about knowing the name of the 
Wise Fool. Juliet tries to kill herself, but Constance pins her down 
and reveals that she is a woman. Juliet exclaims that she loves her 
all the more. Constance claims that she is not a lesbian, but Juliet 
convinces her that they should make love. Constance reaches 
under Juliet’s shirt, where she finds a page from the book she has 
been looking for.

Desdemona arrives and begins to smother Constance with a 
pillow. Constance holds up the necklace that Othello gave her, and 
Desdemona stops smothering her. Tybalt arrives, and Constance 
pretends to be dead, telling Desdemona to seek Juliet. Desdemona 
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confuses Romeo for Juliet and tells him to meet them in the crypt.

Romeo, who is still in Juliet’s clothes, has fallen for Desdemona. He 
invites her to lie with him in the crypt. Romeo confuses Tybalt for 
Desdemona, however, and Tybalt carries Romeo away, thinking 
that he is a maiden. Juliet enters and starts to stab herself out of 
sorrow, but Constance stops her, and they embrace. 
Desdemona enters and starts to stab Juliet until Constance stops 
her. Desdemona then urges Constance to come to Cyprus, while 
Juliet asks her to remain and die with her. Constance interrupts 
them and points out their faults. They promise to forgo their tragic 
impulses, and Constance realizes that she is both the Author of 
the play and the Wise Fool. Constance is then transported back to 
her office at Queen’s University, where she finds that her pen has 
turned to gold.
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Ricardo plays Othello, Professor Night, and Nurse.

Othello experiences intense emotions of rage and jealousy that 
make him ponder violent actions against Desdemona.
Nurse briefly goes over sexually charged themes. 
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Makyla plays Romeo and Solider.

Romeo is erratic, passionate, and experiences sexual attraction 
to men and women. Early on in the play, he gets into a fight with 
Tybalt, and cuts his side with his sword. 
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Emily plays Iago and Tybalt.

Iago is a manipulative man who tries to seduce Desdemona into 
killing Constance with a pillow. He sword fights with Desdemona.
Tybalt takes his anger out on Mercutio, Romeo, and Constance. He 
lashes out, sword fights throughout the show and raises his voice.
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Kelsey plays Constance Ledbelly.

Constance experiences a wide range of extreme emotions, and 
is sent into battle several times. Sometimes, she is smoking or 
drinking, and she is behind the audience screaming.
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Elan plays Desdemona, Mercutio, Servant, and Ramona.

Desdemona feels rage, raises her voice in anger, and threatens the lives 
of many of her foes. She sword fights with Iago, and attempts to strangle 
Constance with a pillow. Mercutio provokes his foe Tybalt into a fight, 
which ends with him being stabbed. Servant approaches the audience 
and is tackled to the ground by Constance.

About the Show



Jacelyn plays Juliet and Student.
 
Juliet is a melodramatic teenager. When startled, she screams. 
Juliet threatens her life with a dagger multiple times. Sometimes 
she enters from behind the audience.
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Zhuonan plays the Chorus and Ghost.

The Chorus smokes cigarettes, and drinks in the ensemble.
Ghost speaks into a microphone on and off stage in a spooky 
voice.
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About the Show

Things to look out for:

Goodnight Desdemona, Good Morning Juliet travels into 
the theatrical worlds of Shakespeare’s Othello and 
Romeo & Juliet. There is lots of sword fighting among 
most characters, and a couple times characters get 
wounded. Similar to the original tale, Juliet threatens 
her life frequently with her own dagger. The actors have 
worked with a professional fight coach for the safest 
choreographed combat.
Many characters in Goodnight Desdemona, Good Morning 
Juliet raise their voices in anger and passion. Several 
times are characters backstage or behind the audience 
screaming. There is also strong, and suggestive 
language used by our lead characters. 



Though it appears they are angry at each other or 
themselves, all the performers are great friends and 
are not upset with one another. 

Goodnight Desdemona, Good Morning Juliet has three 
acts in total. Act I takes place in Queens Ontario, Act 
II in Cyprus, and Act III in Verona. In Act II, there is a 
war going on, so there is lots of cannon fire, battle 
cries, and other sounds of war played off stage.

Throughout Goodnight Desdemona, Good Morning 
Juliet, there is drinking and smoking. Cans of Coors 
Light are drank and thrown at all parts of the stage. 
The cans have water in them, not real beer. The 
cigarettes are fake, lit up with light bulbs, and use 
vapour water as “smoke”.
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There is much talk of war among the characters of 
Othello. Desdemona comes on with a severed head 
after the battle. Later in Act III, Romeo rips his pet 
turtle Hector in half during an argument with Juliet. 
Hector’s shell is a hard plastic, and his body is made 
of soft red dyed fabric.

Goodnight Desdemona, Good Morning Juliet also 
discusses sexuality. There are quite a few kisses 
throughout the play. Both Romeo and Juliet describe 
their deep intimate fantasies with Constance in 
different scenes. Juliet and Constance become 
intimate for a short period of time, leading to 
Constance reaching into her shirt. The actors have 
worked with a professional intimacy coach to have 
the safest and most consensual physical scenes.

Trigger Warnings


