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Since March, we have all had to forge a way 
forward. Our work changed overnight, and 
we could look back at our own naivete in the 
‘before time’ with a longing nostalgia. Perhaps 
once in a generation there is an event that so 
deeply impacts the very nature of life on this 
planet that it becomes their defining moment.

As a society we have had to forge a way 
forward. As educators we have had to forge a 
way forward, as education is essential to our 
future. As live performers, we are working to forge a way forward 
in an industry that was the first to close and will be the last to fully 
return; and yet ‘live performance’ is so crucial and necessary to 
expressing our very soul and the struggles we confront.

Our season theme is not rebuilding or reshaping our world. That 
sounds too easy. It is also not simply “time to start over” or “the dawn 
of something new”, as if it’s all happening whether we choose to 
participate or not. No, it’s forging a way forward, because it is hard 
work. It’s as hard as bending metal and will put the full strength of 
our human endurance to the test.

The choices we make now, how we choose to stay safe and yet forge 
ahead, will define us for decades. Our choices will determine if the 
next generation is prepared to lead when their time comes. They 
need education, art and expression, and we need stories told that 
both inspire and motivate, while reflecting our reality and choices 
back to us.

This season takes us from familiar isolation and frustration to 
disobedience, the emergence of free-will and self-determination, and 
ultimately, for all our characters – and all of us.... the need to adapt.

We look forward to exploring these themes with you this year.  
In-person or from a distance, the power of storytelling is not 
diminished.

Caleb Marshall
Managing Artistic Director

From the College Directors



Welcome to our first  production of the  
2020-21 season. More than ever before, we are 
so grateful to be sharing this experience with 
you.  When we looked ahead to the present 
from the “socially distanced” and isolated 
worlds we found ourselves in in the late spring, 
it was truly a deep hope in our hearts that 
guided us.  We set the course for our season 
with the belief that there would be a way for 
our students to continue to create and produce 
live theatre in person. Our “Company C” Studio Ensemble assembled 
in mid-September and have not looked back once, embracing all the 
new ways of being, creating, and working together in space.

We have had the honour of having Mercedes Bátiz-Benét direct 
and guide for our students through Yerma. She introduced them 
to the world of this poignant and thought-provoking piece. The 
music, themes, characters, and story, rooted in the Spanish culture, 
carry us to a time and place far from our modern day. They have 
challenged all of us, artistically 
and productionally, to deliver 
this young woman’s deeply 
personal story to you in an 
authentic way. 

Thank you so much for 
continued investment and 
interest in the students at 
CCPA and the work, stories and 
characters they are bringing to 
life. We look forward to sharing 
the path of this next year with 
you, our audience, as we “forge 
a way forward” through an 
uncharted, yet still inspiring and 
artistically rich, journey.  

From the College Directors

Heather Burns
Director of Education & 
Programming



It has been an enormous pleasure to work with these fine young 
theatre makers. Their indomitable dedication is inspiring, and it’s been 
a privilege for me to introduce them to Yerma, a true masterwork of 
the world stage. I believe it’s vitally important for all of us, young or 
old, to engage deeply with other cultures, and one of the most potent 
ways we can do that is through the arts, where we speak to each 
other at the deepest level we can muster. Through Lorca’s poetic text, 
we are able to access another time, another place, another people 
– but through that poetry we are also driven to a deeper realisation, 
that there is a fundamental similarity between us all. As much as we 
might dress ourselves up in a million different costumes, we share 
the brute reality of our bodies, the surging cycles of birth and death 
that stretch backwards to humanity’s dawn and beyond. That Lorca 
situates womanhood so centrally in this narrative is what makes this 
play unique, and what connects it with a deeper tide than politics or 
war: the tide that bore us all to the shore of life, and will take us back 
to emptiness, in the end.

Thank you for joining us.  

Mercedes Bátiz-Benét is a Mexican-Canadian 
multi-disciplinary artist, writer, and award-
winning director. She was born and raised in 
Mexico and in 1997 she moved to Canada.  
She holds a BFA in Creative Writing in both 
poetry and drama, and a BA Honours in 

Mercedes Bátiz-Benét
Director

Philosophy from the University of Victoria. Productions of her work 
include Faust: Ignis Fatuus (FaustFest International Festival), Shining 
Through, Lágrimas Crueles (Teatro Salvador Novo in Mexico City), With 
Open Arms, El Jinete - A Mariachi Opera, Cruel Tears/Lágrimas Crueles, 
a Blue Bridge Repertory Theatre and Puente Theatre co-production, 
and as co-writer, The Secret Sorrow of Hatchet Jack Macphee for 
The Caravan Farm Theatre in BC, The Erotic Anguish of Don Juan 
with the Old Trout Puppet Workshop, The Umbrella, an Old Trout 
Puppet Workshop and Puente Theatre co-production, and Puente 
Theatre’s Gruff.  In 2014, Mercedes won the Canadian Stage Award 
for Direction at the SummerWorks Festival with her play El Jinete - A 
Mariachi Opera, and in 2015 she was chosen as the Distinguished 
Alumna of the Faculty of Fine Arts at the University of Victoria. She 
is the poetry, fiction, and non-fiction editor at Bayeux Arts, and the 
artistic director of Puente Theatre.

From the Director



The Canadian College of Performing Arts and “Company C” Studio Ensemble 
present

director
choreographer / student business manager
composer & music director
music mentor / guitar tracks / livestream assistant
additional compositions (Yerma)
stage manager
assistant stage manager 
set design
scenic artist
sound design
projection design 
lighting design 
costume design 
props 
student marketing / box office / front of house
production assistant

Managing Artistic Director
Director of Education & Programming / 
Studio Ensemble Program Advisor
Studio Ensemble Production Manager

This version of Yerma was first presented in the Courtyard Theatre, West Yorkshire Playhouse on 5 March 2011.
This production of the play is amateur.

© 2020. This video recording was made by special arrangement with Casarotto Ramsay & Associates and Ursula 
Rani Sarma. All rights are reserved. This performance is authorised for non-commercial use only. By accepting this 

video recording, you agree not to authorise or permit the recording to be copied, distributed, broadcast or otherwise 
exploited in whole or in part in any media now known or hereafter developed.

*The participation of this Artist is arranged by permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association                                           
under the provisions of the Dance-Opera-Theatre Policy.

Mercedes Bátiz-Benét*
Jaime Butler
Kianna King

Pedro M. Siqueira
Niah Davis

Ella Daly
Kelsey Launier

Josephine Kay & Tessa Thompson
Carole Klemm

Niah Davis & Elan Miller-Jeannotte
Niah Davis & Sammy Radelfinger

Nathaniel Exley & Sammy Radelfinger
Emily Dehod & Emily Pugsley

Nathaniel Exley & Elan Miller-Jeannotte
Danica Charlie

Eleanor Kschischang

Caleb Marshall

Heather Burns
R.J. Peters

Yerma is approximately 2 hours and 25 minutes in length, including 
two 10 minute intermissions.

YERMA
by Federico García Lorca

translated by Ursula Rani Sarma 

Content Advisory
 Sexually explicit content, violence, strong language, fog.



Rite Storage is a supporter of the artistic 
community and we wish the singers, 

dancers and actors of CCPA the best of 
luck with their upcoming season.

 

Keating
(250) 652-4491

Mill Bay
(250) 929-3503

https://riteselfstorage.ca

We are locally owned and Operated
With over 25 years experience

in the business. 

We provide a convenient and 
professional self-storage experience. 

You’ll find a wide variety of options at 
both our locations from indoor heated 
units of all sizes to vehicle storage both 

covered and uncovered.

Our facilities are clean, safe and friendly!201 – 4400 Chatterton Way 
Victoria, B.C.  V8X 5J2 

Phone: (250) 386-8834 Fax: (250) 381-1667 
www.leeandsharpe.com 

  

 
 

Congratulations on your 
continued success! 

 
 
 Sandy J. Lee, CPA, CA, CGA 
 Adam H. Sharpe, CPA, CA 
 Douglas K. DeBeck, CPA, CA 
 

Professional advisors in accounting, 
assurance, tax and management 

consulting. 
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Jamie Butler 
Ensemble
Jaime Butler is originally from Sechelt, BC. She is 
overjoyed to return to CCPA as a part of this year’s 
Company C. Some of her recent credits include: West 
Side Story, The Crucible (CCPA), and Electric Fire (PNE). 
Jaime is delighted to share these incredible pieces of 
theatre alongside her fellow castmates. And of course, 
Jaime would like to thank her family, always.

Company Bios

Danica Charlie 
Ensemble
From Victoria, Danica is a twenty one year old actor 
who is grateful to be back in person at CCPA to further 
her education. She is elated to be working on three 
incredible productions, and grateful to have been 
given the opportunity to portray Satan in the western 
Canadian premiere of Paradise Lost this season. She 
hopes you enjoy what Company C has been able to 
accomplish.

Ella Daly 
Stage Manager
Ella is a performing artist and creator born in beautiful 
Victoria, BC. She is honoured and privileged to have 
this opportunity to perform and create as a part of 
Company C in the midst of a global pandemic. Ella is 
overjoyed to continue learning with her favourite group 
of people. She would like to thank her fellow castmates, 
mentors, and directors for their support, passion, and 
courage.

Niah Davis 
Yerma
Niah is a twenty year old Victoria based actor and 
singer. She’s been training in the arts since she was 
eleven, mainly in singing, stage theatre and dance. Past 
credits include: Ariel (Little Mermaid), Amy March (Little 
Women), Maria (West Side Story), Abigail Williams (The 
Crucible), and Les (Newsies). It’s incredibly exciting to 
be a part of Company C this year to develop her craft 
more. She hopes you enjoy the shows.



Emily Dehod 
Ensemble
Emily Dehod is an actor, dancer, and singer from 
Kelowna, BC. In her second year, Emily had the pleasure 
of acting in her first play at CCPA, playing Iago and 
Tybolt in the very fantastical play Goodnight Desdemona 
(Good Morning Juliet). She is now excited to be a part of 
three more shows with Company C and hopes you will 
join the excitement and escape the quarantine for a 
while!

Company Bios

Nathaniel Exley 
Juan
Nathaniel found the performing arts later in life and fell 
in love with it. He has always been interested in books 
and writing, and getting to bring those stories to life is 
immensely important to him. The arts as an outlet for 
opinion and personal expression is important to him 
and should be to society. Nathaniel is proud to get to 
work on three true masterworks.

Josephine Kay 
Maria
Josie is from Penticton, B.C. She has loved the arts since 
she was little, so pursuing her education at CCPA has 
been a dream come true. She came to the school with 
some voice training and a willingness to learn, and will 
be leaving as a more well-rounded artist with the ability 
to sing, dance, act, and so much more. She thanks you 
for your support!

Kianna King 
Ensemble
Kianna is twenty years old and was born in Calgary, AB. 
After graduating from high school she moved to Victoria 
to pursue a career in the arts here at the college and is 
so excited to be a part of Company C this year. She has 
always had a deep love for music and acting, and hopes 
that this year she can bring that love to others and help 
make the world a brighter place.
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Kelsey Launier 
Ensemble
Kelsey Launier is twenty four years old, and a proud 
member of this year’s Company C. She took a passion 
to acting while growing up in Oliver, and has pursued 
the arts for 7 years out of high school. You may 
recognize her from her role as Constance in Goodnight 
Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet) last year. She’s so 
excited to work with her cohorts on bringing Victoria 
breathtaking shows, inside and out.

Company Bios

Elan Miller-Jeannotte 
Ensemble
Originally from Fort St. John in Northern BC, Elan 
grew up performing and training in community arts 
programs and shows. Her recent CCPA credits include 
Estella in West Side Story, Desdemona in Goodnight 
Desdemona... and Finch in the digital production of 
Newsies. Elan is very grateful for the opportunity to 
participate in Company C during these “unprecedented 
times” and share these beautiful stories.

Emily Anne Pugsley 
Dolores / Female Mask
Emily spent most of her life dancing in the Shuswap 
area of BC. She came to CCPA in 2018 and very soon 
re-established her love of theatre and dance. In 2019, 
she had the pleasure of playing Elizabeth Proctor in The 
Crucible and played a shared role of Katherine Plumber 
in our online production of Newsies. Emily is thrilled to 
embrace her roles this year and the new challenge of 
taking on Stage Manager in Paradise Lost.

Sammy Radelfinger 
Victor / Male Mask
Sammy is a twenty year old performer born and raised 
in Sooke, B.C. He is tickled pink with enthusiasm for this 
year’s season. Sammy is looking forward to working 
closely (but not too close) with his dear peers and the 
incredibly talented guest artists. Past credits include 
Race (Newsies), Tony (West Side Story), Putnam (The 
Crucible), Danny (Grease), Jeffrey (Godspell) and Lad #7 
(Tommy).



Mothering Touch
Rubens Silva

Tessa Thompson 
Old Woman
Tessa is from Langford, BC. Growing up, her life was 
filled with music and visual art, but theatre is what stole 
her heart. She loves Company C because you learn 
about all aspects of theatre. Her goal after college is to 
be a stage manager. Tessa’s acting credits include West 
Side Story, Middletown, and Working: the Musical (CCPA); 
her stage managing credits include Cabaret (Royal Bay 
High), and Goodnight Desdemona... (CCPA).

Company Bios

Tony Adams & Michelle Buck
Jackie Adamthwaite 
Andrew Barrett
Heather Burns
Shannon Carmichael
Keith Houghton
Carole Klemm
R.J. Peters
Peter Pokorny

Box Office & Front of House  
Stage Management

Marketing
Business Management

Wardrobe
Sound & Projection Design

Scenic Painting
Set and Lighting Design

Props

Evan Frayne
Matthew Howe 
Jo Leslie
Nathan McDonald 
Arlene Overman
Sara Partridge

Acting
Private Voice  

Acting
Private Voice  
Private Voice  
Private Voice 

“Company C” Studio Ensemble Mentors

“Company C” Studio Ensemble Faculty

Special Thanks



At Carlton House, we want you to live in welcoming surroundings that 
make you happy from morning until night. Our goal is to help you stay 
active, support your health, and foster the joy of living in a caring place. 
Enjoy life in the nicest setting, in the best location of any senior’s resi-
dence in Greater Victoria here at Carlton House. 
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carltonhouse.ca

We want you to be happy.

A boutique senior’s residence in the heart of Oak Bay.
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carltonhouse.ca

A boutique senior’s residence in the heart of Oak Bay.

Dining at Carlton House is reason alone to choose us. We believe in 
fresh – fresh fruit, fresh vegetables, prime cuts and variety in our 
menus. Led by our award-winning Executive Chef Jeff  Chan and 
his team, ‘dining in’ will be something you look forward to daily! 
And wait til you taste dessert!

We like to keep it fresh.
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1701 Elgin Rd  •  250-598-2212  •  www.stmarysoakbay.ca

Churchmouse Books: Saturdays 10 am – 1 pm
Thousands of gently-used books available for a donation in support 
of local charities: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/churchmousebooks

Concert Series: from time to time
Sacred music to sustain us on the Journey. Seasonal noon-hour series, 
plus more throughout the year: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/concerts

The Centre for Community: all the time
Workshops, conversations, shared meals—a safe, inclusive space 
to learn in community: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/centre-for-community

faith in action in the heart of oak bay
Oak BaySt Mary's

Growing together, seeking the good of the
neighbourhood and the world. Check us out!



Mark Adams Finance Officer
Tony Adams Audience Services Officer
Andrew Barrett Communications & Marketing Officer
Michelle Buck Operations Manager
Heather Burns Director of Education & Programming
Shannon Carmichael Head of Wardrobe
Maia Crockett Executive Assistant / Design & Publications
Emma Kirkland Development Officer
Eleanor Kschischang Production Assistant
Jacques Lemay Acting Managing Director
Caleb Marshall Managing Artistic Director
R.J. Peters Production Manager
Michael D. Reid Public Relations Liaison
Mark Riishede Registrar
Danny & Bonnie Sabados Facility Caretakers

Faculty
Glenda Balkan-Champagne, Michael Boston,
Heather Burns, Jane Edler-Davis, Luba Ellis,
Alison Greene, Kim Greenwood, Jessica Hickman,
Jim Hill, Stacey Horton, Matthew Howe, 
Ming Hudson, Kayvon Koshkam, Jacques Lemay, 
Caleb Marshall, Nathan McDonald, Kiiri Michelsen,
Jeremy Miton, Tiffany Miton, Angela Mousseau, 
Duncan Ollerenshaw, Erin Ormond, Arlene Overman, 
Sara Partridge, Barbara Poggemiller, David Roland, 
Amalia Schelhorn, Alexa Ste. Marie, Treena Stubel, 
Janice Tooby-MacDonald, Jessica Van der Veen, 
Christopher Weddell, and Raugi Yu

Board of Directors
Austin Eckert Director
Barbara Greeniaus Board Chair
Roxanne Helme Director
Jean Ives Secretary
Duncan Low Director
Randall Mang Director
Jean Medland Director
Derrold Norgaard Treasurer
Patricia O’Brien Director
Yukari Peerless Director
Maureen Shaw Director
Michael Shepherd Vice Chair
Joan Yates Director

Honorary Board
Mel Cooper C.M., O.B.C., LLD
Chair - TELUS Victoria Community Board
Duncan Stewart CSA
Casting Director, Stewart Whitley, NYC

Program Advisory Committee
Thom Allison Performer
Stuart Aikins Casting Director
Kathryn Laurin CEO, Victoria Symphony
Glynis Leyshon Director
Michael Shamata Artistic Director, Belfry
Lisa Stevens Actor, Choreographer
Jovanni Sy Actor, Playwright, & Director

Staff

250 595 9970 | ccpacanada.com

Founded in 1998, the Canadian College of Performing Arts offers three 
unique conservatory style post-secondary training programs, where 
emerging artists receive intensified, rigorous skill-based alternatives to 
academically oriented university programs. The curriculum is built on equal 
respect for all disciplines, and the belief that collaboration, partnership 
and community are the essence of theatre. We believe cultural leadership 
is cultivated through mentorships, community rooted volunteerism and 
fostering new creation.

We measure success by preparing a student to be a motivated self-
employed business and an inspired artist, whose voice will better illuminate 
the human condition when they confidently enter the profession.

The Canadian College of Performing Arts is a program of the Canadian Heritage Arts Society. Charitable registration #131341356RR0001

We gratefully acknowledge the Lekwungen-speaking peoples, also 
known as the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations, on whose traditional 

territory we are honoured to learn, create, and perform.

About the College





We are pleased to recognize donors who have given $100 and above.
Every effort is made to recognize your donation as per your wishes. To 
update your listing, renew your support, or add to your donation, please 
contact our Development Officer, Emma Kirkland, at  
250 595 9970 ext. 201, by email at development@ccpacanada.com,  
or donate at ccpacanada.com/support.

Annual Donors
Inner Circle $1,300 - 
$4,999 
Mavis Begg
Patricia Firth
Albert and Shelia Fowler
Barbara Greeniaus
Jim Hill
Ailsa Odermatt
Marguerite Rowe 
Shirley Rose Mitchell Fund
Joan Wells

Sustainers $300 - $1,299 
Jackie Adamthwaite
Anyomous
John Basey
Berwick Retirement  
       Royal Oak Ltd.
Sylvia Bradley
Mel Cooper
David Grierson Arts  
       Legacy Fund
Jolene Ens
Ursula Holmsten
Barbara Housser
Betsy Ives
Brian Jackson
Jacques Lemay
Nicole Malcom
Randall Mang
Cathy McKeon

Edwin Pincher
Puente Theatre Society
Quimper Consulting Inc.
FW and KE Strawn Samis
Aaron Severs
Maureen Shaw
Michael Shepherd
Jacqueline St Denis
Trafalgar/Pro Patria 
       Branch #292
Sharon Tunnell
Micheal and Ann Tyler Fund  
       through the Victoria  
       Foundation 
Antonina Wasowska
Gary Weir
Barbara Wilson

Supporters $100 - $299 
I.A.T.S.E
Stuart Aikins
Anastasia Andrianova
Jane Blaney
Rosemary Cameron
Chanah Caplan
Bertha Chruchill
Dorothy Cook
Deborah Cooper
Maia Crockett
Double A Painting Ltd.
Jane and Hermann Edler
Gloria Greeniaus

...and heartfelt thanks 
to all other donors who 
contributed this year!

Recognizing donations received between October 1 2019 and September 30 2020.

Thank You To Our Supporters

John Greeniaus
Sheridan Greeniaus
Ted Greeniaus
Roxanne Helme
Brian Jackson
Sydney Kalef
Mary Ann Ladroma
Glynis Leyshon
Helen Lindholm
Caleb Marshall
Peter and Marianne  
       McGahon
Elizabeth Monk
Janet Morningstar
Sara Neely
Maggie O’Scalleigh
Joan Peggs
Marion Percy
Margaree Porteous
S. Salomenssen
Saskatoon Institute for  
       Medical Simulation
The Benevity Community 
       Impact Fund
Judy Thompson
Kenneth Thornicroft
Erlene Waghorn
Barbara Waldner
Karen Wilson

Lifetime of Giving
Dunning/Lemay
Founders’ Circle  $25,000+
Patricia & Kenneth W. Mariash Sr.
Bruce MacKenzie & Family
The Estate of Betty Willkinson

Artistic Director’s Circle  
$5,000 - $24,999
Maria Dominelli
Harry & Dorothy Gray Foundation
Hugh & Helen Mogensen Fund through  
       the Victoria Foundation
Alice May Salmon Fund through the  
       Victoria Foundation
Dan Parker
Jean Ives and James Griffith
Patricia Margaret Shanahan Fund



Government & Foundation Support

Thank You To Our Supporters

Corporate and Community Partners
Star ($5,000+)

Lead ($2,500 - $4,999)

Principal ($500 - $2,499)



 

NKPG Services Ltd. is honoured to be a 
sponsor of the Canadian College of 

Performing Arts! We look forward to 
watching and supporting the CCPA’s 

upcoming performances and programs.
 
NKPG Specializes in Canadian and US taxes. 

We provide tax planning and accounting 
services to individuals and corporations. 

CONTACT US
Derrold Norgaard, FCPA   derrold@nkpg.ca
Grant Kratofil, CPA    grant@nkpg.ca
 
202-4400 Chatterton Way  T: 250-598-6998
Victoria, BC  V8X 5J2   F: 778-265-6155



Forging a way
forward.

20-21 SEASON

box office 250 940 6851 | boxoffice@ccpacanada.com




