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Canadian College of Performing Arts Announces 

New Leadership Team 
  
Victoria, BC – The Canadian College of Performing Arts (CCPA) has announced a new 
leadership team as it launches its 20th Anniversary season.  
 
The Board of Directors of the Canadian Heritage Arts Society, owner of the college, has 
announced that Jacques Lemay has accepted the position of President for the college’s 
20th Anniversary season. Lemay and Janis Dunning are the co-founders of CCPA. Mr. 
Lemay served as the Managing Artistic Director until 2010, and has continued to work 
with students and to support the College. Heather Burns has been appointed Artistic 
and Education Director. Ms. Burns has been a valued faculty member for the past 7 
years and a senior artistic administrator.    
 
In June of 2017, the leadership team of Ron Schuster and Darold Roles announced their 
retirement. “The college’s staff, faculty, students and Board members express our 
appreciation and recognize the contributions that Ron and Darold have made to the 
college during their tenure,” said CCPA Board Chair Marguerite Rowe. “We wish them 
well in their retirement”. 
 
The focus for Lemay, Burns and the entire CCPA team is to celebrate 20 years of 
excellence in performing arts training and performance and ensure that students of the 
college continue to develop as top emerging artists and future cultural leaders.  
 
See next page for bios.  
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For more information, contact: 
Steven Seltzer, Communications Manager 
communications@ccpacanada.com 
250-595-9970 or 250-882-8441 
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Jacques Lemay 
President/Co-Founder 
Career Management 
Stage Combat 
 
Mr. Lemay is recognized as one of Canada’s most talented and 
versatile Producer/Director/Choreographers. His creative works span 
the full gamut of theatrical and television productions including 

operas, ballets, symphony concerts, musicals, multi-cultural productions, royal galas, large 
scale sporting events, variety shows and special events. 

Mr. Lemay was Artistic Director of the Charlottetown Festival from 1991 – 1997 and was the 
founding director of the Modern Jazz Dance department for the professional and general 
schools of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, a position he held for thirteen years from 1976 – 1989. 
He also gained renown as a choreographer for the Royal Winnipeg Ballet and other 
international dance companies. He has directed and choreographed musicals and operas in 
major theatres across Canada, including The Charlottetown Festival, Manitoba Theatre 
Centre, Grand Theatre London, O’Keefe Centre, Bastion Theatre, The Citadel Theatre, 
Theatre Calgary, The Belfry Theatre, The Phoenix Theatre, Winnipeg Opera, Calgary Opera, 
Vancouver Opera, Pacific Opera Victoria and LÓpera de Montréal. 

He had the great honour of being selected as Artistic Director for six Royal Visits held 
throughout the country. He was Artistic Director of the Opening Ceremonies for the 1988 
Calgary Olympics and Producer/Director of the 1989 and 1991 Jeux Canada Games, the 1994 
Victoria Commonwealth Games, and the 1997 Special Olympics World Winter Games. He 
was selected as a member of the Opening and Closing Ceremonies team for the 2010 
Vancouver Winter Olympics and Creative Advisor to the Executive Producer. He was 
Producer/Artistic Director of Bridge Fest for the opening ceremonies of Confederation 
Bridge in Prince Edward Island. He co-produced and directed the nationally acclaimed 
program “Spirit of a Nation” from 1992 – 2007. His services have been retained as a 
consultant, teacher, adjudicator, and advisor by government agencies, arts organizations, 
theatre and dance companies, First Nations organizations, and colleges. These have included 
the Canada Council for the Arts, Canadian Native Arts Foundation, the BC Arts Council, 
Manitoba Arts Council, Saskatchewan Arts Council, Yukon Arts Advisory Council, Cultural 
Human Resources Council, Pan Am Games, and the office of the Auditor General of Canada. 

Mr. Lemay has served on many boards across Canada. He is the past Chair of the Advisory 
Committee for Marketing and Planning for the National Capital Commission in Ottawa. He 
served as the Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands Director of the Celebrate Canada 
Committee for the Department of Canadian Heritage. He is a recipient of the Queen’s Jubilee 
medal for his work in arts and culture and was recognized as a 2004 Community Arts Leader 
of the Year. Mr. Lemay was the staging director for the unveiling of the New Seven Wonders 
of the World in Lisbon, Portugal, with such stars as Ben Kingsley, Hilary Swank, José Carreras, 
Chaka Khan and Jennifer Lopez. 

Mr. Lemay is a certified fight director with Flight Directors Canada. 



 
 

 Heather Burns 
M.A., B.F.A 
Artistic and Education Director/Company C Manager 
Heather Burns brings a career as an established freelance 
musician, performing artist, teacher and music director to 
the CCPA.  Heather has done extensive work as a musician, 
arranger, writer & music director in the theatre industry 
working with companies such as Kaleidoscope 

Theatre, Western Canada Theatre, Blue Bridge Repertory Theatre, The Belfry 
Theatre, Victoria Operat gularly with her quartet and swing/show band “Dock Side 
Drive”.  She has released 3 CD’s,ic Society, and Chemainus Theatre Festival. 

Heather holds a Masters in Music, studying and working in LA, Washington, New York, 
and at the Banff Centre of Performing Arts.  She performs re “Child’s Play” (2005) and 
“Road Back Home” (2008),  and “As Long As I’m Singing” (2016) with “Dock Side Drive”. 
 Her performing career has taken her through Europe, USA & Canada, but she also loves 
to be at home with family & friends enjoying the simple pleasures of life; a view of the 
water with a cup of coffee, a good conversation and the relationships that make life rich 
and inspire great music. 
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