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Glynis Leyshon has vast experience of putting on theatre with music.   
 Photograph By DARREN STONE, Times Colonist 
 

PREVIEW 
What: Ruddigore 
Where: Craigdarroch Castle 
When: Jan. 27 to 29, Feb. 1 to 4. Two shows daily at 
6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
Tickets: $28 (ccpacanada.com or 250-595-9970) 

 When staging a show in a national historic site, one 
must be careful not to wreck the joint. 

Starting Friday, the Canadian College of Performing Arts opens the Gilbert and Sullivan operetta Ruddigore 
at Craigdarroch Castle. 

The 127-year-old castle does permit such theatrical events. However, performers must be on their best 
behaviour. They are instructed not to touch the walls or let props get too close to the antique furnishings. 

At one point, director Glynis Leyshon said, Ruddigore calls for a vigorous sailors’ dance, the hornpipe. “We 
restaged the entire hornpipe because the hornpipe was too energetic. It caused the floor to bounce too 
much,” she said. 

First performed in 1887, Ruddigore is one of Gilbert and Sullivan’s more infrequently staged works. It is 
certainly less popular than such evergreens as The Mikado or Pirates of Penzance. 

Mounting it is a challenge, Leyshon said.That is partly because Ruddigore is a “very odd story,” featuring 
ghostly witches, cursed baronets who commit daily crimes, an etiquette-obsessed heroine and a nutter called 
Mad Margaret. 

Fortunately, with Leyshon, the college’s Company C — composed of senior theatre students — has enlisted 
a top-drawer director well suited to the task. 

The former artistic director of the Belfry Theatre and the Vancouver Playhouse, Leyshon is a veteran who 
has directed across Canada for decades. 

As well, she has overseen plenty of theatre with music — more than 20 productions for Pacific Opera 
Victoria (including HMS Pinafore) and numerous collaborations with many other companies, including The 
Mikado for the Calgary Opera. 

Boasting a cast of 15, this site-specific Ruddigore takes place in Craigdarroch Castle’s main foyer, the 
second floor and the upper ballroom. 

There’s a live Celtic band with piano, violin, guitar, whistles, bodhran and bagpipes. 

Leyshon said Craigdarroch was her first choice for the adaptation of Sense and Sensibility she directed for 
the college in 2014. However, that ended up being staged at St. Ann’s Academy (in such places as the 
chapel and in a gazebo) because Craigdarroch wasn’t available. 

For emerging artists such as the college students, it’s important to get a grounding in site-specific theatre, 
which takes over non-traditional spaces for theatre, Leyshon said. Such theatre is increasingly common with 
young, independent companies. 

“People are doing shows in taxi cabs, they’re doing them under a bridge. Because they can’t afford a regular 
theatre rental.” 

Doing Gilbert and Sullivan is excellent training for young actors, she said. Their operettas are still regularly 
staged. However, they call for a specific style, with a particular emphasis on sharp enunciation in order to 
fully convey witticisms and wordplay. 

“That’s been a huge technical challenge for us,” Leyshon said. 

“Drama is hard, but comedy is harder. Just making it have that lightness, that sense of fun and having that 
direct contact with the audience. This is a show that’s challenging on all kinds of levels.” 

achamberlain@timescolonist.com- See more at: http://www.timescolonist.com/entertainment/cast-pays-
heed-to-house-rules-for-operetta-in-craigdarroch-castle-1.8916535#sthash.g4Gn0snj.dpuf 

http://www.timescolonist.com/authors?author=Adrian%20Chamberlain
mailto:achamberlain@timescolonist.com
http://www.timescolonist.com/

	Cast pays heed to house rules for operetta in Craigdarroch Castle
	PREVIEW


