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Victoria, BC – The Canadian College of Performing Arts (CCPA) is set to launch its 
nation-wide tour to find Canada’s rich and most promising talent for the September 
2017 season.  
 
The college not only trains its students to be top performers but mentors them to create 
their own new, Canadian works and establish their own artistic companies. The college 
has numerous examples of alumni who have not only created strong new works but 
who have hired many other emerging artists in the process. Examples include: 
 

• Izad Etemadi: Izad’s one person show, Love With Leila has been named winner 
of the Hamilton Fringe Critics Choice, Best of Hamilton award, the Calgary 
Fringe’s Most Outstanding Performer, and just recently named Best Independent 
Production from Broadway World.   
 

• Jennifer Fontaine: Founder of Ottawa’s Aint Seen Noth’n Yet Musical Theatre 
Company. (ASNY) is a musical theatre company celebrating 10 years this season. 
ASNY promotes the performing arts offering opportunities to young and 
seasoned performers cultivating their craft. It offers a range of artistic 
opportunities producing musicals; conducting performing arts summer camps; 
directing choirs and teaching private lessons. 

 
• Kailey Tiefenbach: The founder of Prairie Skies Musical Theatre Company. The 

first of its kind in Saskatchewan, Prairie Skies is bringing outdoor musical theatre 
to this great Province. Set against a Prairie landscape and the ambiance of our 
magnificent sunsets, young professionally trained artists from across the country 
come together to create a magical experience for residents and tourists. 

 
• First developed in a CCPA Career Management class, Vancouver Island’s Gotta 

Getta Gimmick was founded by CCPA alumni Clayton Baraniuk, Jane Gaudet, 
Ali Liebert, and R.J. Peters with the help of Brad L’Écuyer and Shane Snow. 
Each year Gotta Getta Gimmick continues to provide hundreds of opportunities 
to either create, collaborate, develop, experience or practice the craft of musical 
theatre with artists from across the region and beyond. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

• Joel Sturroch and Fiona Vroom Co-founders of Vancouver’s The True 
Heroines. The web series achieved national prominence at the Canadian Screen 
Awards with a nomination for Original Series-Digital Media Fiction, and won 
Best Web Series at the Leo Awards. . The True Heroines is a unique dramedy for 
the web with a feminist edge that combines a burlesque, science fiction, 1950’s 
style talkie with live cabaret shows, and an upcoming print comic. 

 
• Joel Bernbaum: Joel is an actor, playwright, journalist and the founding artistic 

director of Sum Theatre. Three of Joel’s plays received world premieres: Home 
Is A Beautiful Word at the Belfry Theatre, Operation Big Rock at Dancing Sky 
Theatre and My Rabbi (co-created with CCPA alum Kayvon Khoshkam) at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival.  

 
“The training I received at CCPA definitely laid a strong foundation for my current 
work as a director, choreographer, and theatre deviser,” says Jessica Hickman a CCPA 
graduate and teacher who has created and directed numerous artistic works presented 
to audiences from the Yukon to Montreal. “This is the only institution in Canada to 
provide such a diverse and well-rounded theatre training program.  The students that 
graduate from the college have the potential to be strong actors, dancers, AND singers”. 
 
The CCPA audition tour will commence in Kamloops on February 11. CCPA’s President 
and Education Director then make stops in Vancouver, Kelowna, Edmonton, Toronto, 
Halifax, Montreal, Winnipeg, and Regina with a last audition opportunity on March 5 in 
Victoria. Video auditions are also accepted until May 1. 
 
Auditions held in ten cities from coast to coast will select students hoping to join the 
growing list of successful graduates who can be seen on stage, screen and in recording 
studios around the world.  Students receive a broad spectrum of professional training 
which provides the opportunity to pursue diverse careers in the performing arts as 
singers, dancers, actors, choreographers, directors, musical directors, producers, and 
casting agents.  
 
The college is owned and operated by the Canadian Heritage Arts Society (CHAS), a 
registered charity that oversees the college’s operations. By offsetting the cost of tuition 
for Canadian students by over 50% each year, CHAS ensures that training at CCPA is 
financially accessible to all Canadian students!  For more information about the college 
and auditions, go to www.ccpacanada.com or call 250-595-9970. 
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