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Ghosts, Lovers and Cursed Baronets Haunt 
Craigdarroch Castle; 

CCPA’s “Company C” Presents A Fresh Look at a Classic Operetta 
 
Victoria BC- The students of the Canadian College of Performing Art’s “Company C” Studio 
Ensemble are closing their 2016/2017 season with a new adaptation of a classic Gilbert and 
Sullivan Operetta, “Ruddigore”. The story takes place in the Scottish Highlands. Ruddigore will 
transport audiences through the Victoria landmark, Craigdarroch Castle, as they follow a musical 
ghost story that throws lovers into a gothic world of witches, baronets and an age old curse. 
 
First performed in 1887 by the D’Oyly Carte Opera Company, Ruddigore is a great example of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s wit and musical inventiveness. Audiences are fully immersed in the setting 
of Craigdarroch Castle, with characters interacting within the rooms of the castle, and the many 
spirits of the Murgatroyd family drifting through the stairways.  
 
"Adapting Ruddigore to a setting that fully embraces the beauty of Craigdarroch Castle has been 
a terrific challenge,” says director Glynis Leyshon, one of this country’s most respected opera 
and theatre directors. “The talented young performers of CCPA’s Company C, working with 
Musical Director Heather Burns and I, have embraced both the richness of Sullivan’s music and 
the joyful silliness of Gilbert’s lyrics… presenting Victoria audiences with an all too rare 
opportunity to enjoy this lesser known classic”. 
 
As part of their training, the performers of “Company C” are also working under the guidance of 
professional mentors on the technical aspects of the production. From lighting and sets, to 
props and wardrobe, stage management and choreography, everything in this production will 
be the product of the young artists from the College. This will be the third and final production 
from Company C in their 2016/2017 season. “Our Town” and “This Little Light”, have been met 
with great reviews and audiences won’t want to miss this fresh take on Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
Ruddigore. 
 
Performances are January 27-29 & February 1-4 at 6:30 & 8:30pm. Tickets are $28 with 
discounts for castle members and students. Go to www.ccpacanada.com for tickets and box 
office information, or please contact The Canadian College of Performing Arts Box Office at  250-
595-9970 Ext 222 for more information. 
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