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PREVIEW 

What: This Little Light 

Where: Belfry Theatre 

When: Dec. 10 to 23 

Tickets: $10, $22 (250-385-6815 or belfry.bc.ca/tickets/). Food donations for the Mustard Seed Food Bank are encouraged. 

  

Most of us know how The Little Match Girl turns out. 

Not well. 

The 19th-century fairy tale is about a barefoot child trying to sell matches on the street on New Year’s Eve. 
She eventually freezes to death. It’s not exactly a laugh riot. 

The Belfry Theatre, in partnership with the Canadian College of Performing Arts, is poised to raise the 
curtain on This Little Light, a new mini-musical based on The Little Match Girl. 

Interviewed this week, co-creator Erin Macklem made one thing very clear: Her show’s not a downer. This 
is a modern version of Hans Christian Andersen’s story. It’s set in Fernwood. The lead character is a 13-
year-old street kid. Macklem said plenty of new twists transform it into a happier, redemptive yarn. 

“I do want to stress this is a celebration of community,” she said. “It explores the importance of coming 
together and having food and music and light in the winter when it’s dark.” 

Macklem, the Belfry Theatre’s outreach co-ordinator, wrote the book for This Little Light. The music is 
composed by Brad L’Ecuyer — a Victoria musician/performer who co-stages the Gotta Getta Gimmick 
musical theatre series at the Belfry. Macklem and L’Ecuyer co-wrote all the lyrics. 

The 14-member cast consists of students from the CCPA. There are also rotating choirs of 10 from George 
Jay Elementary School, Central Middle School and Victoria High School. 

The Belfry Theatre will mount this 60-minute musical in place of its traditional Christmas entertainment, A 
Christmas Carol. (This Christmas, Belfry artistic director Michael Shamata is staging his popular adaptation 
of the Dickens classic for Toronto’s Soulpepper theatre company.) 

The 10 songs in This Little Light include show tunes, folk ditties and repurposed Christmas carols. Expect 
to hear melodies borrowed from Ding Dong Merrily on High and Hark the Herald Angels Sing. 

This Little Light does star a little match girl. However, the character is different from the original. She’s a 
21st-century teenager who’s often chased by a bylaw officer because, as well as selling matches, she sings 
on the street for change, despite not having a busking permit. 

The girl’s best pal is a newspaper vendor. The show features other characters, such as Mr. Kilt and Miss 
Barista, who are loosely based on real Fernwood folk. 

Macklem got the idea for This Little Light a decade ago. It came to her when she was designing costumes 
for a theatre adaptation of A Christmas Carol in Kelowna. 

Although the annual production was popular, the director had declared himself bored with the same old 
show. 

“I said: ‘Well, I’ve always wanted to work on a slightly more upbeat version of The Little Match Girl,’ ” 
Macklem said. 

She sketched out a few ideas for the director, who was keen. Unfortunately, funding for the production dried 
up. Years later, Macklem pitched her idea for The Little Match Girl to the Belfry, which green-lighted the 
project. 

Supported by a B.C. Arts Council grant, the musical has had a pair of workshops over the past two years. 
Getting an original musical on stage is a first for both L’Ecuyer and Macklem, who said: “It’s very 
exciting.” 

She does have another musical in progress. Tragic Animal Stories is about “a cow that falls in love with a 
goldfish — and tragedy ensues.” 

The ending of This Little Light is not completely happy. On the other hand, it’s not completely unhappy. 

“She gets to sing with the angels,” Macklem said. “It’s a beautiful moment at the end.” 

achamberlain@timescolonist.com 

- See more at: http://www.timescolonist.com/little-match-girl-is-given-the-fernwood-treatment-
1.4006134#sthash.BxkIxEm7.dpuf 
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