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Students from the Canadian College 
of Performing Arts rehearse last 
year's production of Smokey Joe's 
Cafe.   Photograph By BRUCE 
STOTESBURY, Times Colonist 
 
The Canadian College 
of Performing Arts has 
received a cheque for 
$75,000 that will help 
the college’s quest for a 
new home. 

The family of Nikki 
Mackenzie, a longtime 
college donor who 
recently died, 
presented the donation 
to society president 
Marguerite Rowe at its 
annual general meeting 
on Sept. 28. 

It’s the first large-scale donation provided in support of a campaign by the Canadian Heritage Arts Society, 
a registered charity, to raise funds for the national performing arts training institution’s eventual move 
into its own facility. “We continue to develop plans for a new home and are looking for community 
champions to join us to be a part of this amazing legacy for Vancouver Island,” said Rowe. 

College headquarters and its performance hall are in a space attached to St. Mary’s Anglican Church on 
Elgin Road in Oak Bay. 

The church recently agreed to extend the college’s lease for another year, prompting installation of new 
permanent theatre seating, a new box-office and a lobby accessible from the church’s garden entrance. 

The college has also entered a partnership with Camosun College that will provide CCPA students with a 
block transfer of courses, it was also announced at the meeting. 

It would fulfil missing academic courses required for entry into the collaborative bachelor of performing 
arts degree through Capilano University, Langara College, Douglas College and Vancouver Community 
College. 

The 2016-17 board of directors was also elected, with St. Michaels University School faculty member 
Dorothy Hawes joining Rowe, vice-president Kelly Orr, treasurer James Darnell, secretary Rod Windjack 
and directors Clayton Baraniuk, Fay Melling and Maureen Shaw. 

Meanwhile, rehearsals are underway for Company C Studio Ensemble’s production of the Thornton Wilder 
classic Our Town that kicks off CCPA’s new season Oct. 20, with director Jimmy Fagan Tate at the helm. 

Third-year Company C performers are also learning technical aspects of production from set, lighting and 
sound designers, music directors and stage managers to prepare them for other productions. 

College shows this season, two of which are co-productions with Belfy Theatre and Craigdarroch Castle, 
include This Little Light, Ruddigore and A Sentimental Christmas, in partnership with Victoria Symphony. 

Second-year students will strut their stuff in productions of Dylan Thomas’s Under Milkwood and 
Christopher Piehler’s The Triangle Factory Project. 

The college will also be collaborating with Naden Band of the Royal Canadian Navy on a spring concert at 
the Royal Theatre, and staging its TD New Works Festival and CCPA Alumni Company productions. 

Its major musical will be a production of Beauty and the Beast next April. “Our pursuit of excellence 
continues with our outstanding faculty guiding our students toward successful careers nationally and 
internationally in the performing arts,” Rowe said. 

For more information visit ccpacanada.com or call 250-595-9970. 

mreid@timescolonist.com 

- See more at: http://www.timescolonist.com/performing-arts-college-gets-75-000-boost-
1.2357181#sthash.scdxx0rk.dpuf 

http://www.timescolonist.com/authors?author=Michael%20D.%20Reid
mailto:mreid@timescolonist.com
http://www.timescolonist.com/

	Performing-arts college gets $75,000 boost

