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  Three days after graduating from CCPA in 2006 with a specialty 
in choreography, Matthew Armett fl ew to LA to start rehears-
als for Princess Cruise Lines. After fi nishing seven months on 
the Sun Princess touring Alaska and the Caribbean, he imme-
diately moved to Toronto and has been working extensively all 
across eastern Canada ever since. He has performed along side 
Kurt Browning in Peter Pan (Elgin Theatre), played Brad and 
understudied Link Larkin in Hairspray starring George Wendt 
(Charlottetown Festival), and recently just fi nished his second 

season at The Stratford Festival as ensemble/understudy for Fyedka in Fiddler on the 
Roof and Pinball lad/understudy for Captain Walker in Tommy. Other Theatre credits 
include: ensemble/understudy for Billy Lawlor in 42nd Street and Swing and Dance 
Captain in Pirates of Penzance (Stratford Festival); Miracle on 34th Street: The Mu-
sical (Grand Theatre); Hairspray, How to Succeed… (Drayton); White Christmas 
(MTC); High School Musical, Peter Pan (Neptune); Les Feux Follets (Charlottetown 
Young Company). Film credits include: Feist’s music videos 1234 and My Moon, My 
Man” as well as How Do You Solve A Problem Like Maria? (CBC).
 
Back in 2008, Matthew lost his Mother to cancer.  After two years of working through 
his grief while trying to continue his acting career he and a friend, Faye Rauw, decided 
to create a dance show to express an emotion that we usually tend to avoid discuss-
ing.  Grief: Another Common Bond featured Matthew and Faye along with ten other 
performers as they navigated their way through different forms of grief.  It ran for four 
performances at the Winchester St. Theatre in Toronto in March 2010. 
 
Matthew was born and raised in Battleford, Saskatchewan.  He is currently in his third 
season at the Stratford Festival as Junior/understudy for Bobby Child in Crazy For 
You and Anselmo/understudy for Padre in Man of La Mancha.  Look for him this fall 
on PBS/TVO as Johnny J, a member of the boyband “SOUNDCHECK”, in the new 
kids show Odd Squad.

Since graduating from CCPA in 2002, 
Dana Hunter has performed on stage and 

screen 
through-
out North 
America 
and Japan. 

Based in 
New York, 
Dana is 
currently 
on the 
North 

American Tour of West Side Story which 
recently toured through Canada, playing the 
Queen Elizabeth Theatre in Vancouver and 
even her home Province of Saskatchewan. 
Being part of this production offered the 
unique opportunity to work with proteges 
of both the book writer Aurthur Laurents 
and original choreographer Jerome Rob-
bins.  Dana’s triple-threat abilities, honed at 
CCPA, allow her to jump between a dance-
heavy track of a Shark Girl, ‘Fernanda’, 
and also cover the singing comic relief, 
‘Rosalia.’

CCPA’s values of hard work, dedication 
and perseverance have been an invaluable 
addition to the college’s broad spectrum of 
training (dance, singing, acting etc.) which 
has proven to be a great asset to her career 
allowing for a broad and valuable range of 
skills and opportunities. Dana often works 
jumping between genres, from plays and 
fi lm, to musical theatre. In 2012, she won 
‘Outstanding Lead Actress in a Play’ for 
the role of Viola in Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night in NYC. She was also part of a 
web-series on FunnyOrDie.com and has 
had various roles in fi lms, playing festivals 
everywhere, including Sundance. 
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The training Daniel White received at CCPA was exactly what 
he needed to prepare him for a career in the arts. Having no pre-
vious voice or dance training, the multi-disciplinary approach 
prepared him for the competitive world of professional theatre. 
Since graduating, he has performed in numerous productions 
at the Chemainus Theatre Festival, Western Canada Theatre, 
and the Arts Club Theatre. Most recently, he was back at WCT 
alongside fellow CCPA alumnus Andrew Cownden and acting 
teacher Christopher Weddell for a new show called Silent 

Chap about the life of Charlie Chaplin.
 
The career-management course at CCPA opened Daniel’s eyes to the world of business 
and sparked in him an interest in marketing and management. Off-stage, Daniel is the 
‘Idea Man’ for Vancouver based non-profi t JusTea. The company is working directly 
with small-scale tea farmers in Kenya to provide them with the tools and training nec-
essary to process whole-leaf tea on their own farms. He recently had the opportunity 
to travel to Kenya and live with the farmers to meet them and their families and to see 
what a difference JusTea is making in their lives. Follow the company’s progress on 
Facebook (JusTea) or Twitter (@JusTeaKenya) or show your support at www.justea.
com. The ability to wear many hats (wholesale, web design, product development, etc.) 
simultaneously is a skill he learned at CCPA. Though in different fi elds/disciplines, 
countless lessons learned at CCPA transfer to the world of business, and for that he is 
forever grateful.

Award-winning Singer, Songwriter Aidan Mayes has placed 
Top 25 in CBC’s 2014 Searchlight ‘Best New Artist in Canada’ 
Competition with her duo partner, Mandy Cole. They are now 
in the running for Top 10! An exciting wave of accomplishment 
has been the theme of Aidan’s artistic journey over the past sev-
eral years since graduating from CCPA in 2003. 

Just last week, Mayes presented a speech about ‘living her 
dreams as a paid full-time performing artist and music teacher’ 
at the globally live-streamed TEDx, where she was a feature 
performer and shared three of her original compositions. Last 
month, Mayes’ hometown of Penticton, BC honoured her 

contribution to the Arts by naming her as the BEST MUSIC award winner at the First 
Annual Penticton and District Arts Awards. Prior to that accolade, Aidan was named as 
BC’s ‘Top 5 Emerging Artists’ by BC Music and Kelowna’s K96.3. She has previously 
been recognized as ‘Female Artist of The Year’ at the 2007 Okanagan Music Awards 
and Top 3 People’s Choice at the 2009 BC Interior Music Awards. 

Currently, Aidan teaches voice, guitar, musical theatre and song writing at the Maeve 
Lily School of Music during the fall/winter months, and spends the spring/summer 
season touring local wineries, restaurants, weddings, and music festivals. Aidan is by 
far a one woman show, however, more often than not she graces these Okanagan stages 
in her female powerhouse duo, Aidan Mayes & Mandy Cole, who were just signed to 
Balyric Music-Artist Management and Publishing Company (owned and operated by 
fellow CCPA graduate, Zara Taylor) and are now feature artists at this year’s Boon-
stock Music Festival alongside several Grammy Award Winners. Aidan is also the lead 
singer of the highly acclaimed Offramp Jazz Sextet and performs in numerous roles 
as the leading lady in Soundstage’s musical theatre productions, with her most recent 
honour of playing Fantine in Les Misérables. Aidan Mayes’ voice has been described 
as one of the most versatile, rich and ethereal in the indie-folk-singer-songwriter genre. 
Tune in to CBC Radio West and CBC Radio’s, “North By North West” to hear original 
music from Aidan & Mandy’s debut EP release “Hello Hercules”. Visit: aidanmayes-
andmandycole.com for their exciting and busy 2014 performance schedule, and to 
watch live footage of this talented musician in action.

In Summer of 2002, 
Dana was selected to 
perform in Spirit of a 
Nation, where she also 
had some of her fi rst 
opportunities teaching 
in the affi liated Sum-
mer Theater Camp. 
She has now become a 

Teaching Artist throughout Canada, the US 
and Japan, also teaching masterclasses while 
on tour with West Side Story. In 2013, she 
pioneered a successful donation-based new 
program in her hometown, Prince Albert, 
SK, which focuses on empowerment and 
self-expression through the arts for youth and 
adults. This year, the program will expand to 
NYC as well.  To donate, support, or partici-
pate, or just to learn more, please visit: www.
DanaHunter.com 
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