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Izad Etemadi’s Borderland and other must-see shows at the 2013 festival 
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Izad Etemadi’s one-man show Borderland is about an Iranian gay man seeking escape from the country.     Photograph by: Gaelan Beatty 

MONTREAL - Izad Etemadi’s one-man show Borderland is a play about an Iranian gay man on the run, 
trying to escape from his own country. 

This production started out with a low profile at the Montreal Fringe Festival because it was brought in 
as a replacement when a clown show dropped out — after the program had been printed. 

It’s tough enough to compete for attention among 111 shows when yours is listed in the program — 
when it’s not, it’s time to get busy on social media, print some flyers and wear out the shoe leather. 

Etemadi, 23, was preoccupied with his posters when he took time out for a brief interview Wednesday. 

While he has taken on a heavy subject, with autobiographical overtones (Etemadi is, indeed, Iranian and 
gay), Borderland isn’t a relentlessly heavy drama. “There are light moments, and there are happy 
moments,” he explained. “There’s got to be contrast in any drama.” 

A graduate of the Canadian College of Performing Arts in Victoria, where he studied musical theatre, 
Etemadi also completed the musical theatre program at the Banff Arts Centre, and has studied voice for 
most of his life. Simply put, he can sing. 

The music for the piece was composed by Montreal-based musician Peggy Hogan, who was also raised 
in Victoria. “Peggy and I grew up together,” Etemadi said. “She’s one of my best friends. We have been 
writing the music together, long distance.” Hogan’s first album, To Lie With, was released last summer. 

http://www.montrealgazette.com/index.html


Borderland has already previewed in Victoria, but according to the performer, the show is really 
premiering in Montreal. After that, he’s taking it on a multi-city Canadian tour that will include Toronto, 
Regina, Hamilton, Calgary, Edmonton and perhaps Salmon Arm. 

Etemadi’s family left Iran and moved to Germany in 1988. He was born there and came to Canada with 
his family in 1995, at the age of five. “I’m lucky to have the parents I have,” he said, “They’re very open, 
very encouraging.” 

In the play, he portrays three characters. Navid is the gay man who is trying to leave Iran, where 
homosexuality remains a crime punishable by death. Zia is a man who helps people escape. Then there’s 
a woman named Leila. “She is kind of a motherly figure,” Etemadi said, “She takes care of everyone. She 
makes sure everyone is fed.” 

Borderland plays at the MAI Centre, 3680 Jeanne-Mance St., Saturday at 5:15 p.m., Wednesday at 7:30 
p.m., Thursday at 10:45 p.m., June 22 at 1:30 p.m. and June 23 at 7 p.m. Tickets cost $12, $10 with 
Fringe button. 

As the Fringe Festival launches one show after another this weekend, the choices can be mind-boggling. 

It’s customary for theatre critics to make some educated guesses at this stage. So here are my 
preliminary Top 10 picks, keeping in mind I haven’t seen any of them yet. Also, I have to say you can’t go 
wrong with veteran monologists like Jem Rolls (this year’s show is titled Jem Rolls Attacks the Silence) 
and Keir Cutler (who is bringing back his classic Teaching Shakespeare show). They are veritable fixtures 
at the Fringe, as are the company Belzébrute, doing a show called Mr. P this year, and Japanese clown 
Shoshinz, who has teamed up with Cherry Typhoon to present Annoying Visitor. 

So the Top 10 picks are: 

1. Borderland. For reasons stated above, Izad Etemadi’s solo about an Iranian gay man seeking escape 
sounds fascinating. 

2. Zack Adams: Zack to the Future. Zany Australian actor/comedian Shane Adamczak combines 
autobiography and time travel here. He’s part of the Aussie invasion that includes six companies, 
including the acrobatic absurdist, Dandyman (Daniel Oldaker). Anything Aussie for laughs, I’m betting. 

3. Cross My Heart. Two well-known local anglophone playwrights, Ned Cox and Alexandra Haber, team 
up once again for this romantic comedy which features the talented Brett Watson and Paula Costain. 

4. Now That I Have Your Attention. Local comedian Dan Bingham, who has been working as a warm-up 
act for Sugar Sammy, is noted for being very funny. This time, the jokes are about his lack of luck with 
women. 

The Montreal Fringe Festival continues until June 23. For more information, visit montrealfringe.ca 
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