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 World is watching as Calgary’s Caitlynne Medrek carves out her 
place with web series roles 
  
By Eric Volmers, Calgary Herald March 6, 2014 

 

CALGARY, AB; MARCH 5, 2014 -- Calgarian Caitlynne Medrek stars 
in the web series, Out With Dad.                                                                   
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At any given time, people from around the world 
could be watching Calgarian Caitlynne Medrek 
on the web series Out with Dad. 

It’s a fairly mind-boggling scenario for any 
actress, but particularly impressive when you 
consider the series has a message that would not 
go over well in certain corners of the world. 

Out with Dad is about closeted teenage lesbian, 
Rose, who deals with the trials and tribulations 
of coming out with the help of her single father. 
It’s a topical premise that no doubt hits home 
with a lot of young people who may be dealing 
with similar issues. But because the World Wide 
Web has no borders, the series has become 
particularly popular in areas where the struggle 
has considerably higher stakes. 

“If we were just on a regular TV channel, we 
wouldn’t be reaching all the places in the world 
where Out with Dad is helping people,” says 
Medrek, on the phone from Toronto. “The 
majority of countries that we’re big in are places 
in the Middle East, like Saudi Arabia, places 
where it’s still very illegal and you can’t even 
talk about being gay. That’s where we’re finding 

most of our views come from. If we were just on 
a regular TV channel, they would have no access 
to that. The government wouldn’t allow it to be 
on TV. I think we’re reaching a lot more people 
because of that.” 

The 24-year-old former Central Memorial High 
School student got her start doing stage work in 
Calgary. But recently, it’s been the relatively 
new medium of web series where she is 
becoming well known. On Out With Dad, she 
plays openly gay teenager Claire, who was 
introduced in the second season as the “Girl in 
the Washroom” before becoming more prevalent 
as Rose’s supportive friend and later romantic 
interest. On April 2, Medrek will be travelling to 
Los Angeles for the Indie Series Awards, where 
her nod for best supporting actress is among 
seven nominations for the series. Last year, 
when they were still called The Indie Soap 
Awards, Medrek picked up a win for Best 
Breakout Performance, an early indication that 
the character of Claire was appealing to the 
series’ fans.“I love how confident she is and 
totally optimistic and just OK with being 
herself,” says Medrek about her character. “I 
feel Claire is a bit of an old soul in that she kind 
of got over those humps, those emotional 
breakthroughs, a little bit earlier which is why 
she’s there to help Rose and her coming-out 
story as well. It was definitely her confidence 
and optimism that hit home with me.” 

For 14 years, Medrek was a Ukrainian dancer in 
Calgary before her mother suggested she 
audition for a role in Storybook Theatre’s 
production of the Wizard of Oz. She played 
Toto, which was enough to convince her that it 
was acting, not dancing, that she wanted to 
pursue. Roles in theatre projects followed, right 
up to the lead in a Toronto production of Diary 
of Anne Frank in 2010. She also found work as a 
busy voice actress, giving life to numerous 
characters in both animated series and video 
games. Earlier this year, she starred in her first 
lead in a feature film, the black comedy-horror 
Blood Riders: The Devil Rides with Us.
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