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It was, to quote the Kiss Me Kate 
rouser, Another Openin’, Another 
Show for the Canadian College of 
Performing Arts-groomed stars of 
tomorrow. 

Broadway Lights, which closes today at 2 p.m. at the Royal, wasn’t a 
typical musical, however. And judging from the talent, focus and hard work 
on display at CCPA’s Elgin Road studios on Tuesday, the “concert version” 
of highlights from several hit musicals with the Victoria Symphony was a 
uniquely challenging spectacle. 

“You have a cast of 65 in a very narrow environment, small real estate 
that’s just 11 feet deep,” said Jacques Lemay. The CCPA co-founder was 
back on his old stomping grounds to stage sequences for The Light in the 
Piazza, one of five Broadway musical suites performed by singers, dancers 
and actors onstage with the symphony.“The biggest challenge is to move in 
and out of the limited space and allow the symphony to do what they do.” 

Lemay was part of a creative team that included Darold Roles, CCPA’s 
current co-director (with Ron Schuster) who directed the Oklahoma! and 
Smokey Joe’s Cafe sequences. Roles also choreographed the Beauty and 
the Beast spectacle Be Our Guest, preceding choreographer Amalia 
Schelhorn’s take on the title number. Director Matthew Howe staged the 
Phantom of the Opera sequences. And David Roland, with CCPA since 
Lemay and Janis Dunning co-founded it 17 years ago, stepped in to 
choreograph Oklahoma’s Out of Your Dreams. 

Jackie Adamthwaite, who jokingly describes herself as “a recovering stage 
manager” after 15 years with Pacific Opera Victoria, says she’s consistently 
wowed by new waves of talent that keep her on her toes. “Every year, we’re 

inundated by these incredibly talented and enthusiastic young people,” the 
production manager said. “You can’t help but get jazzed by that.” 

Roland says teaching these “grownup children” is a blessing, since the 
young actors, singers and dancers love what they’re doing so much. 

“The day isn’t long enough for them,” says Roland. “They come in tired 
and weary from a full day [of classes] at 7, and then go until 9:30 or beyond 
to fulfil their dreams.” 

In one rehearsal room we visited, Lemay put dozens of upbeat performers 
through their paces as assistant music director Avery Brennan accompanied 
them on piano. 

They also worked with musical directors Heather Burns and Jim Hill and 
maestro Giuseppe Pietraroia before Friday’s full dress rehearsal with the 
symphony. 

“Once the full symphony’s onstage, it’s spectacular to have that locomotive 
engine behind the action happening downstage,” said Adamthwaite. 

Mercedez Carlson, a second-year student from Melfort, Sask., was the 
picture of fairy-tale loveliness in a yellow hoop-dress as Beauty and the 
Beast’s Belle. 

“The challenge is to make it look elegant and easy,” said Carlson, 20. “I 
have to use my abs and control my upper body because of all the wires that 
spin the opposite way of the dress.” 

As featured soloist in the Phantom suite, Gabriel MacDonald from Nelson 
sings excerpts from Angel of Music and Music of the Night. 

Although he woke up that morning without a voice and “didn’t know 
whether to cry or run to the doctor,” he drank lots of tea and said there’s no 
place he’d rather spend the night. 

“What it comes down to is everyone who comes into this college and this 
industry, it’s because this is what they want to do with their lives,” said 
MacDonald, 19. 

“They might not make the most money doing it, but for some reason they 
keep coming back.” 

Alexa MacDougall, a graduate from Vernon who came back as an assistant 
choreographer before moving to Toronto, could relate. 

“I’m learning so many skills and building my resumé,” she said. “You can’t 
keep me away from this place!” 
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