
 
 
Accidental Foley artist recruited to do sound effects for Wonderful Life radio show 
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R.J. Peters with a vintage lawnmower that mimics the sound of a Model T car for It's a Wonderful 
Life: The Radio Show.   Photograph By BRUCE STOTESBURY, Times Colonist 
 
This week, R.J. Peters will strut the Roxy Theatre’s stage in women’s high 
heels. 

It is perhaps an unusual turn of events for a young man. But hey … at least 
he’s in show biz. 

Peters plans to don heels as part of his duties as Foley artist for Blue Bridge 
Repertory Theatre’s It’s a Wonderful Life: The Radio Show. Named after 
pioneering sound man Jack Foley (1891-1967), a Foley artist is someone 
who employs various devices to create sound effects. 

Peters, wearing a period costume, will clomp around in both men’s and 
women’s footwear. Foot-stomps are just part of a wide range of sound effects — ranging from door slams to 
fist fights — that he’ll create from one side of the stage. 

Set in the 1940s, It’s a Wonderful Life: The Radio Show is acted with scripts in front of a row of 
microphones in old-time radio style. The cast includes Jacob Richmond as George Bailey, Sarah Donald as 
Mary Bailey as well as Brian Richmond, Shauna Baird, Morgan Cranny, Chris Mackie, Matthew Payne and 
others. 

It’s the first time Peters has worked as a Foley artist. A graduate of the Canadian College of Performing Arts 
(where he now teaches), Peters ordinarily acts, sings, dances or does light and set design. He recently played 
Brad in a production of The Rocky Horror Picture Show performed at the Metro Studio and Whitehorse’s 
Yukon Arts Centre. He’s also acted in Blue Bridge productions of Cruel Tears and My Fair Lady. 

“I was literally dropping off stuff [at the Roxy Theatre] one day. They were looking for a Foley guy. They 
said, ‘R.J. can you do Foley sound? I’m like, ‘No.’ They said, ‘What if we gave you some training?’ I said, 
‘I think I can pull it off,’ ” Peters said. 

This week Peters provided a tour of his Foley set-up at the Roxy. His arsenal includes: a rotary phone (for 
the sound of slamming phones), a mini-door in a frame (for the sound of doors closing), a metal folding 
table (car door shutting), a boxing glove (fisticuffs, different things thudding to the ground), a fire alarm bell 
(train bell), a metal sheet (thunder), a toiletry case (suitcases shutting), corn kernels in a glass bottle (pills 
shaking in a bottle), a rain stick and a train whistle. 

A vintage push lawn-mower from a used-goods store in Duncan will replicate the sound of a Model T 
automobile. 

Peters says so far his biggest challenge is recreating the sound of a person falling into water. He’s procured 
a metal water tub for this, but was less than satisfied with the results. 

“All I can do is make it sound like someone is getting into a bath so far,” he said. 

Peters says it’s crucial all sound-effects devices be within easy reach. This is especially important when 
sounds are made in quick succession or even simultaneously. 

When he teaches students at the CCPA, Peters stresses the importance of saying “yes” to whatever show-biz 
opportunity comes along. 

He also advises fledgling performers on the importance of creating ones own opportunities. For instance, 
rather than waiting for the phone to ring, you can write and star in your own show. 

The key, he says, is to be versatile. 

Sort of like a Foley artist? 

“I never saw it like that,” Peters said. “But yeah.” 

- See more at: http://www.timescolonist.com/accidental-foley-artist-recruited-to-do-sound-effects-for-
wonderful-life-radio-show-1.2134928#sthash.6kzpTizx.dpuf 

 

What: It’s a Wonderful Life: The Radio Show 

Where: Roxy Theatre 

When: Opens 8 p.m. tonight, continues 8 p.m. Friday, Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday 

Tickets: $25, $15 (phone 250-382-3370 or visit Roxy box office at 2657 Quadra St. — no online sales for this 
production) 
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